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LOUISVILLE,   FRIDAY,   JULY   13.  1956 


York  Times  Service 


ANCESTORS  OF  TWO  PRESIDENTS  ImI  mn  wjih  the  old  Long  Run  Baptiit  Church, 
north  of  U.S.  60  near  the  Jefferson-Shelbv  County  line.  President  Lincoln's  grand- 
father IS  buried  under  the  church,  and  President  Truman's  grandmother  was  a  member 
there  during  the  1840's.  Present  congregation  plans  to  buiJd  new  church  a  mile  away. 

Lincoln^ s  Grandfather  Bought  Land 
Where  Old  Church  May  Be  Razed 


Truman's  Folks 

i  Were  Members 

I 

I  By  BEN  REEVES 

Time  may  be  runninfi  out  for 
the  history-rich  old  Long  Run 
Baptist  Church. 

For  mora  than  160  years. 
Baptist  congregatioos  have  wor- 
shiped on  the  little  kSoU  on 
LonR  Run  Rosd  north  of  U.  S. 
60  near  Eastwood 

But  the  present  congregation 
of  about  125  active  members 
has  purchased  a  new  tract  on 
Tower  Road,  about  a  mile  sway, 
iind  plars  to  start  construction 
'  of  a  new  church  building  there 
i  as  soon  ss  possible. 
I    "We  feci  it  would  be  more 
!  honorable  to  take  the  old  build- 
I  ing  down  than  to  leave  It  here 
I  alone  to  fall  down,"  said  the 
I  Rev.  Roscoe  Thornbury.  pastor 
:  of  the  church,  yesterday. 

But  Mr.  ThombWT  Rid  the 

'  rongreeation  wants  to  preserve 
the  old  building  as  a  shriM  II 
a  way  can  ba  ioand. 
Earlier  this  year  ha  irrote  to 

'  Governor  Chandler,  asking  if  the 
diurch  could  be  made  a  State 

I  shnne.  The  Governor  replied 
that  he  was  turning  the  matter 

I  over  to  the  Division  of  State 
Parks  tor  prompt  attention. 

"That  was  alwut  four  months 
j^u,  but  we  havent  beard  any- 
th.ng  from  them  yet,"  the  pastor 
said.  He  addad  that  the  church 
doesnt  have  enough  money  to 


take  care  of  both  the  old  ^nd 
new  building.'i. 

The  present  brick  buildinc  was 
put  up  m  1845.  It  was  th-;  :  "rd 
building  on  the  site. 

Early  Uaceln  Haaae 

The  original  church  building 
was  the  hon^e  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coIa— aemetlmea  ipelled  Link- 
horn— grandlatter  of  the  18th 
President  of  the  United  SUtea. 

A  surveyor's  entry  book  at  the 
Jefferson  County  Courthouse 
abowa  that  the  elder  Abe  Lincoln 
took  UUe  to  400  acres  of  laad  oo 
the  Long  Run  in  17S0. 

But  he  was  murdered  by  In- 
diana six  years  later  and  buried 
close  to  his  cabin  door. 

The  Lincoln  family  didn't  live 
in  tha  log  bouse  after  that,  but 
kept  title  to  the  property  until 
1822  when  Mardecai  Lincoln,  the 
pretid«Bt'a  uncle,  aold  it  to 
Basjamtn  Bridgcia. 

L'aed  as  CaanmHr  Hmaa 

The  hoca»  hMsma  a  sort  of 
tO—ylte-  luWrtutfiauM  aim  a 

placa  of  Baptist  worship. 

The  srmhfpcrs  formally  er- 
gmked  the  Long  Bun  Baptist 
Chttoxh  there  in  17*4.  The  church 
affiliated  with  the  Salem  Aaao- 
ciatlon  of  Baptists  three  years 
later. 

Son*  tiaaa  before  1800,  a  stona 
scetlM  was  addod  to  the  build- 
ing. And  tt  was  there  that  the 
present  L/ong  Run  Aaaoclation  of 
Baptists,  now  the  iargaat  Baptist 
group  in  KcDtneky,  waa  organ- 
laed  in  1803. 

Bridgers  d*ade4  tha  church 


property  to  the  congregation  In 
1R34. 

Long  Run  expanded  the  next 
decade,  and  in  1844  the  congre- 
gation tore  down  the  old-stone- 
and-log  structure.  The  stones  l)e- 
eame  the  foundation  of  the  pres- 
ent brick  budding. 

Trumaa's  AncesUrs  There 

Nunit>er  105  oo  the  member- 
ship roster  that  year  was  Har- 
riet Louisa  Gregg,  who  became 
the  srife  of  Solomon  Young.  She 
and  her  husband  later  moved 
to  Missouri  and  became  the 
grandparents  of  President  Harry 
S  Truman. 

In  the  rebuilding  and  enlarg- 
ing of  the  church  in  1845,  aev. 
eral  graves  were  covered  under 
the  foundation.    One  of  them 

CobiBiB  4.  kack  page,  tkia  aecUoa 
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BaptistChurcli' 
111  Years  Oldj 
May  Be  Razed 

Continned  from  First  Pajte 

was  that  of  the  first  Abrahdni 
Lincoln 

Why  is  the  present  congrcga-  | 
tion  pulling  up  stakes''  ! 

"There  is  a  desperate  nccO. 
for  spa<?e  and   new  quarlef.> 
said  the  pastor,  Mr  Thor.ibi)r\- 
"There  are  500  to  600  people  | 
livmg  in  this  general  area,  and  | 
through  lack  of  facilities  we  fail  I 
to  reach  many  of  them  " 

Criticism  Expected 

i  Mr  Thornbury  said  he  rcalizc\  | 
I  that  many  persons  outside  the 
I  congregation  will  1*  "a  little 
critical  of  our  tearing  down  the 
church "  If  the  State  docsn  l 
step  in  and  make  it  a  shnnc,  ! 
the  sroup  hopes  that  some  civn- 
Rroup  will  aid  in  lis  preserva- 
tion. 

The  old  buildlnR  s  immediate  | 
need  is  for  a  new  roof. 

"This  one  ha.';  been  palchc.l 
and  repatched  .so  many  t  iius 
that  I  doubt  il  il  could  be  dom 
again,"  the  pastor  said  ; 

Also,  the  iouth  wall — (he  one 
over  the  covered  graves — has 
begun  to  pull  loose.  | 

If  the  old  buildini!  i?  r.izfil 
many  of  its  timbers  can  be  usc<l 
in  the  new  one.   They  include 
joists  and  rafters  made  of  yel-  |  , 
low  poplar,  and  "without  a  rot-  '  , 
ten  spot  in  them."  , 

The  old  church  sits  on  a  one-  '  , 
acre  tract,  which  is  largely  taken  :  . 
up  by  the  btirial  ground  But  ',  . 
many  stones  have  been  brokor 
and  destroyed,  and  only  a  few  ut  , 
the  really  old  ones  remain.         '  ^ 

WIU  Care  for  Cemetery         ' ' 

"As  long  as  we  own  thi.*  prop-  '• ' 
erty,  we  are  going  to  do  our  best  ' 
to  take  care  of  the  cemetery," 
Mr.  Thornbury  said. 

The  33  year-old  pasuir  ani  hi 
family  live  in  a  parsonaco  ili>  ! 
congregation  recently  huill  on 
its  new  church  site.  Ho  bnlii-  ■ 
services  at  the  church  two  dav.- 
»   week --on    Sunday'  r.w' 
Wediii-sdays.  A  native  r.i  l.o.;an  ' 
W.  Va.,  he  W5S  miuj^'cr!  ih.-  ' 
spring  from  Southern  Bapll^; 
Theological  Seminary  here.  i 

What  the  Long  Run  congrega  I 
tlon  does  not  want  i.*  for  smnc  !  I 
group   to    take    ov.  r    the    .  !rl  ' 
church  and  cnmmtrciBiue  u  o;  ' 
charge  admission.  < 

"It's  been  u<ed  as  a  house  of  ' 
worship  too  lone  for  that. '  ihc 
pastor  said  I 
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JIJ"Year-0/c/  Long  Run  C/iurc/i, 
Re/ecfed  As  Sfjrine,  A/lay  Be  Razed 

Thp  Ul-voaroitl    LotiR    Ilun  UmR   Vm:\   li..r,l]M   A<socialion  inc  down  llijn  lo  Ic.io  it  here 


Baptist  Ciuirch,  on  a  site  whore 
(he  ancestors  of  two  presidents 
have  livcil  or  " 'm -hippcil,  may 
he  ra/cci 

The  Ocpaitmcnl  of  Ccnscrv  n- 
tion  has  Uirncd  down  a  propoyjl 
that  the  old  church  near  Ea.-t- 
wood  he  m  idc  j  'hrinc,  ii  v/as 
learned  tod:i>-. 

The  Re\'.  no^toc  Thornh-.iry, 
pastor  of  llic  ciiurch,  earlier  lhi< 
year  v.-roic  G(n-.  A.  B.  Chandler 
asking  if  tho  church  conld  he 
made  an  hiilor'-cal  shrine. 
I     The    Govcrnoi    rercricd  .the 
■  request  to  the  IH-partmcnt  of 
'  Conservation- 
Mr.  Thi)rnl)iii  y  said  that  wri.s 
the  lasl  he  hcird  of  the  niutttr 

r.iiri;ct  Won't  Perni.t 

However.  3  ypokeiman  in 
Frankfort  told  a  reporter  today 
that  Con«er\  ulio:!  Cominis.sioner 
Laban    JackMon    informed  the 


•  month.,  ago-  that  the  ■■current  ,j„nj            ^^^^     jj^  Thorn- 

hudsel  vvill  not  allow  us  to  pur-  . 

chase  the  property  for  a  Slate  ""^ 

shrine."  But     the    congrc;;jlion,  ho 

The  letter  was  written  to  Gen  added,  wants  to  preserve  the  old 

S.  Mitrhell  director  of  missions  buildins  as  a  shrine  if  a  way 

for  the  a.-sociation.    u        i  j  . 

.Mitchell  .aid  fodav  that  he  '^'"'^-^'^ 

had  received  tlie  letter.  The   present   brick  building, 

Baptist  cor.grcsalloii.s   have  'he  third  on  the  iitc.  wa.'s  built 

worshiped  on  the  small  knoll  in  184.'5 

on   Loiiq    Rijii    lioad   north  of 

U.S.  (;o  lor  nioie  than  ItiO  years.  Home  of  a  Lincoln 

New  Site  Roiighl  ^hc  original  church  building 

had  first  been  the  home  nf  .^b?a- 
Tne  p.c  cLt  cjn,^rc3aliori  ha.s  ham  Lincoln,  crandtathci  of  the 
Ifith   I'lesidcnt   of  the  tinitrd 
Stales. 


houKht  a  new  tract  on  'I'oucr 
lload,  about  a  :nlle  auay,  and 
pl.-rns  to  Plod  a  new  church 
biiildm;;  iherc  a.s  .soon  as  no.s- 
■■ihle.  1 II.  u'  is  a  dcspciute 
need  for  inoie  space,"  said  the 
pastor. 

"We  ici!  il  .woil.l  In  iT.ftic 
honordhlc  to  l,.kc  Ihc  oUi  baiUI- 


lie  was  .shin  l.y  Ituii.iris  n 
l"8(l  ,ind  i.s  buried  under  liio 
l>iescnt  church. 

I'rc.'iden.t  Jfarry  S.  Truman'5 
uraiidmother,  Mrs.  Harriet  Greg; 
Youns  worshiped  at  'he  church 
10   tho   18  !()'■. 


Tliis  His  )ric  Spot 
Should  Be  Preserved 

W^E  WONDER  sometimes  what  other  .'Uatc; 
V?  might  have  done  with  the  nch,  historic 
birlhiinht  thai  is  Kentucky's.  Thoy  would  almost 
certainly  have  treated  it  more  respectfully  than 
hr.>.  c  done.  Imagine  how  Indiana  or  Illinois 
would  have  cared  for  the  land  on  v.hich  Livcoln's 
forebears  lived  and  died.  In  any  other  ■■-i.Tte,  in- 
deed, the  heritase  of  the  Lonj  Run  Baptist 
Church  and  its  surroundinRs  would  long  ago  h»vc 
become  a  public  shnne  and  a  place  o£  pilsrimusc 
for  the  nation. 

The-  gradual  decay  of  Lons  Run  church  and 
the  obliteialiftn  of  us  historic  past  has  been  well 
known  to  most  of  us.  Now  the  Baptist  congrega- 
tion which  has  so  far  held  the  old  place  to.-cth'cr 
is  forced  to  move  and  there  is  no  state  agency 
willing  or  able  to  buy  the  church  property,  to  re- 
store it  and  to  mart  it  suitably. 

We  have  a  State  Committee  for  the  Preserva- 
tion of  Historic  Sites  and  Landmarks,  as  well  as  a 
Stale  Historical  Society.  The  piohablt  fate  of  Lon:4 
r^iir.  Baptist  Church  urgently  needs  the  help  of 
these  and  similjr  groups  throughout  tho  state.  The 
St.-.lc  Conservation  Department  ha.s  already  writ- 
ten the  church  that  it  can.iot  intervene.  But  pri- 
y.-iic  gioups  could  surely  rakse  funds  to  buy  tho 
I  i.nd  and  restore  llic  structure  with  help  from  this 
lornmunity,  from  Baptist  churches  and  from  the 
niuitiludo  of  Lincoln  admirers  throughout  the 
country.  The  effort  is  smcly  worth  making.  The 
conpresatien  which  has  so  long  held  the  little 
church  together  would  certainly  be  willing  to  do 
so  for  a  little  longer  if  it  could  be  saved  as  a 
shrine,  Kentucky's  very  roots  are  suiil-  In  this 
small  churchyard  and  its  surroundini;  slopes. 


OFFICIAL  LOOK  into  the  history  of  Lou;  Run  !■..!.  ■ 
Church  near  £aslwood,  i?  tftkon  by  i'oni  left  Ki:!;- 
Sarli's,  he  tun.in  of  Cunibcriaiid  Gcip  W.-!l;on,s' 
Earncsi  L.  W'lglii,  Jr..  superintc-ndenf  oi  trie  i.Kiro 
National  H'.'n.-.nu.!  Park  nt  Hodu.:n</i!le.  and  1:1,  R,- 
Roscot-  Tho:n!inr\  va'Jtor.  The;,-  .ire  lookini;  at  . 
3!  a  Trcasiir\-  w;.;ri,,nt  deedini;  400  acres  to  A;  ..m  i 
Lincoln's  tirandf.ithei,  believed  buried  bt-noatii  -h.  ■. 

Two  Avenues  Appear 
For  Loii^  Run  Chun:  '' 

Momhci.s  of  hi;tonr  I  oni'  nuii  ri:iij|isl  Chtiuii  •  ' 
'  wofid,  ■s.^su'rii..\  i-.,o'  i.ui  r^.r-ui!s  10  hciifvo  iho.  ih. 

I  old  llllll'iinj  :>:!cl  ils  ho  pi-tv,"     •  p  i          "i  ,|,     :;  ■        .  . 

I      Tlioinas  Carpi,  liter  ri<^liei .  .1  "■  ,i,,l,iri:;ioii  .iiii.iri!' ■ 
My  nf  Lotii.svillf,  ha.s  asked  I'o'  :,  .siv-innntl,  opi.o!,  ' 
!  church  and  if  siirroundinE  property 
i        .\nd  tno  icpirscnl.Uives  oi  ih,  l^muo  .st.iics  in^Ci.. 
I  iiient  '  c. in, 1,1V  vr.itcd  the  chuii-h  iukI  ueni  mvc    ..■0.  ,,'  -s 
I  ords  wuh  i|.  pastor,  Ihc  Ite\v  R(,>coc  Thornhur^ ,  Tins     ,,,    ,  ,, 
!o.,   ,,;;,nuon  rc(|OCslcii  of  the  Inicrior  Uepa'-lnii  ■„  ,  , 

,  l-lL'n;i.-lit. 

;        !'j-;i|ik  .Sarlr-,  liiston.in  of  Ciimh.M  l.i.-.d  Cjp   -   ! 

•'and  Kill..,!  L  WriKlu  .Ir,  siipci  inicntl->nl  01  ilio  Lmuh'ii  '  1' 
Hrstorica!   Pari,  al   lIof'i;cn\ille,  o.s-Mnincd       ,,|.  lu  ■    u.  '  •   !  ' 
,chur.h  tint        .ih.ini  Lincoln's  gi\.ndlatlur  ',rm-. 
'  till-  liuihliir; 

:        The  oidf-r  I.inro'n  !i\'cd  near  Ihc  clnirr  h   ..i.-  ,,,1.^ 

■  l,c,irl)>  bv  ,111  Inriioii,  Inlcrcsi  in  niakm-  Ihc  si:,   ,,  .i,;'  --.  . 

whci,  the  i:on;:ri'_;atioii  aniinunr.-d  ii  m,,..  lnuld       ,!  11   ■   .  ,. 
I  ahooi  a  null'  aw.iv  and  niichi  hjvc  :o  'f:\\  do- n  i"-  .1.'  ., 
1  iin!r>  ,  11  SVI..S  boiirhl  lor  hisloi  n.i!  showim; 

'       No  I'rpseiit  Inilicalioii  That  1'  .S.  \\  ill  f'.m  I: 

,        Tlie  Interior  Dcnarinicnl  investigators  s.'iil  ih.  .         .i  i,,, 
!  their  liiidini's  to  V.  jshington  They  said  Ihcrr  is       pi,..,  p!  ,|„i 
I  lion  ih.il  the  Fc;:,tj1  i;ov.--rnnicni'plans  to  hiij  ilic  pr.  j)., ,  ;,  - 
I  Scii.ilor  Clcmenis  inirodnccrl  a  bill  in  th<  Sor.ilc  10  m.d,.,  ■, 
jo;    he  church,  a  .-pokcsman  for  the  lolcrioi  IJi'p.n 'u-cnl  s  ;-■ 
•  I'.incnt  Inidyct  will  r.oi  allow  us  to  pui-clKor-  ilu-  |iiniv,-ri' 

1,1  .'.-kin..;  mwh  u-jluoi       (,.;>  ih;-  .-t..'...  - 

; 'iin.nau.  rishc-  w,-olc  Mi    Thcrnbury  :!iai   h.    hr.ocl  V' 

quiriiiK  'lUp  li>  the  pr,.i.i'rl>    10  solinl  a  loui.ila'.loi;  ' 
I  ri-itoraiion  and  I'lawUenaiRr  ,.i  the  „ld  ch'iich    Oo'  ol.  ,,  |.  . 
I  to  kc'p  Ihe  churs'n  :ii  ilaptist  iiand.<;  to  maKi'  of  it  .1  liaptis -1 
I  menioria!  " 

I  Mr.  ■i'hoinb.oy  sjk!  inc  price  sii;;,';rsle(i  by  ;"i<!-.ci  '■n,,!]!  ' 
I  fire  "  hut  Ilu-  de.icons  '  vicre  no;  100  haiipv  hoiil  I  i~licr  ,1,,  . 
j  that  Ihe  puislLis-  of  tin   Diopcvis-  inciudc  us  ii.tiiw     "1. , 

Baptrsl  Chiii-ch  '    Tin  ,  v.oi.li;    ^iiotc  llio  <  l,ii,;i.  ;;a,,nn  i,. 
i  iicn'  ■,,imr-  u'h''n  •!  moves  n  1;,  i,cw  hiiildmr. 
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Historic  Long  Run  Baptist  Church  in  Jef- 
ferson County  is  in  danger  of  being;  raz- 
ed this  fail  by  its  present  congregation 
according  to  its  pastor,  the  Reverend 
Roscoe  Thornbury.  A  new  church  is  being 
buiit  on  Tower  Road,  about  a  mile  away, 
which  will  allow  for  necessary  expan- 
sion. A  contractor  has  estimated  that 
about  $5,000  worth  of  building  material 
can  be  taken  from  the  old  buildinij.  It 
is  the  understanding  of  the  Kentucky 
Historical  Society  that  the  old  church 
and  an  acre  of  ground  wfll  be  deeded  to 
the  Society  or  to  The  Filson  Cii'b  of 
Louisville  for  approximately  the  value 
of  the  usable  material  in  the  structure. 
All  interested  in  the  preservation  of 
this  or  any  other  historic  site  in  Kjn- 
tucky,  contact  your  local  historical  so- 
ciety or  the  Kentucky  Historical  Society 
in  Frankfort . 


> 


Courier-J  curzial 
Louisville,  Ky. 
Sept.  13,  1956 


Couriftr-Journal  Photo 

OFFICIAL  LOOK  into  the  history  of  Long  Run  Baptist 
Church,  near  Eastwood,  is  taken  by,  from  left,  Frank 
Sarles,  historian  of  Cumberland  Gap  National  Park; 
Earnest  L.  Wright,  Jr.,  superintendent  of  the  Lincoln 
National  Historical  Park  at  Hodgenville,  and  the  Rev. 
Roscoe  Thornbury,  pastor.  They  are  looking  at  a  copy 
of  a  Treasury  warrant  deeding  400  acres  to  Abraham 
Lincoln's  grandfather,  believed  buried  beneath  church. 

Two  Avenues  Appear 
For  Long  Run  Church 

Members  of  historic  Long  Run  Baptist  Church,  near  East- 
wood, yesterday  had  two  reasons  to,  believe  that  the  111-year- 
old  building  and  its  site  may  be  preserved  as  a  national  shrine. 

Thomas  Carpenter  Fisher,  a  Washington  attorney  former- 
ly of  Louisville,  has  asked  for  a  six-month  option  to  buy  the 
church  and  its  surrounding  property. 

And  two  representatives  of  the  United  States  Interior  Depart- 
ment yesterday  visited  the  church  and  went  over  some  of  its  rec- 
ords with  its  pastor,  the  Rev.  Roscoe  Thornbury.  This  was  part  of 
an  investigation  requested  of  the  Interior  Depai-tment  by  Senator 
Clements. 

Frank  Sarles,  historian  of  Cumberland  Gap  National  Park, 
and  Ernest  L.  Wright,  Jr.,  superintendent  of  the  Lincoln  National 
Historical  Park  at  Hodgenville,  examined  evidence  held  by  the 
church  that  Abraham  Lincoln's  grandfatlier  was  buried  beneath 
the  building.  ^ 

The  elder  Lincoln  lived  near  the  church  site  and  was  killed 
nearby  by  an  Indian.  Interest  in  making  the  site  a  shrine  arose 
when  the  congregation  announced  it  was  building  a  new  church 
about  a  mile  away  and  might  have  to  tear  down  the  old  building 
unless  it  was  bought  for  historical  showing. 


No  Present  Indication  That  U.  S.  WiU  Buy  It 

The  Interior  Department  investigators  said  they  would  forward 
their  findings  to  Washington.  They  said  there  is  no  present  indica- 
tion that  the  Federal  Government  plans  to  buy  the  property.  After 
Senator  Clements  inti-oduced  a  bill  in  the  Senate  to  make  a  shrine 
of  the  church,  a  spokesman  for  the  Interior  Department  said  "the 
current  budget  will  not  allow  us  to  purchase  the  property." 

In  asking  a  six-month  option  to  buy  the  church  property  for 
$10,000,  Fisher  *rote  Mr.  Thornbury  that  he  hoped,  "after  ac- 
quiring title  to  the  property,  to  solicit  a  foundation  fund  for 
restoration  an^  maintenance  of  the  old  church.  Our  objective  is 
to  keep  the  church  in  Baptist  hands  to  make  of  it  a  Baptist-Lincoln 
memorial."  •  • 

Mr.  Thornbury  said  the  price  suggested  by  Fisher  "would  be 
fine,"  but  the  deacons  "were  not  too  happy"  about  Fisher's  request 
that  the  purchase  of  the  property  include  its  name,  "Long  Run 
Baptist  Church."  This  would  require  the  congregation  to  find  a 
new  name  when  it  moves  to  its  new  building.   


^e^eLT'c::^^^^^^  buildin.  in 

razed.  It  is  located  nn  i/v,'^  ^  danger  of  being- 
Captain  Abraham  tfncoln  ^^^^^^^^^  belonged  tf 
father  of .  the  SixtSh  pSnt^  ^^^"^^^  grand- 

Th^s'ec^nTchurih^dmef "w"«  f^'^*^^  ^^out  1797. 

stone  and  the  present  briTk  bS-^™'*"^         «^  '^^^^ 
1833.   Subsequently   the   brick  strnctnv7^' 
in  1845,  and  there  i^^   flJH,-f-  !  enlarged 

Captain' Lincoln  along  with  t  ""or' W 'o\l  ^^'^^^ 
were  covered  by  the  exten<.inr,  "^''''^  ^^'^^^s 

search  under  the%oor  of  the  church  hT7fS  thorough 
any  graves  of  Kentucky  pioneers.'"^  '° 

on^a%nri?e™tSr"withi;'  fh"^'l'  '°-ted 
Lincoln's  foui  hnndfed^cre  fSf.  n?"*^??^  ^^P<^^'" 
which  was  established  in  17sn  f  ^""i  ii'^g^es  Station 
that  "in  1786  a  man  was  k^?S  1.  ''t'°''^  ^^^^^^^^ 

he  was  coming  to  t^e  ^^h^    T  ^^^^^  while 

tractor  has  Sfmaterf  tk^,  f  '  mile  away  and  a  con- 

ney,  and  former  LoSsviMe  KenhSlS  Washington  attor- 
for  a  six  months  oplfon  ti  b„"  The'^ihl^ettJ''? 

rounding  propertv    MpnnwViJil    tt  v  j   S  sur- 

Department  oSls  have  bip'n  ^r^''^-  ^^^^'^ 

histo^  in  -ation*to^fts%S^Lff"„^''aX  'S',; 

of  the  old  church It  is  fIsW.  if  ".^""^  maintenance 
Run  Church  buildin'g*  ?  ^Ssl^^^^S^^^^J^^^^ 


Suite  50  Rust  Building 
1001  Fifteenth  Street,  N.¥. 
Washington  5,    D.  C. 


16  November  1956 


Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Attention:  Director 


Dear  Sir: 

I  am  enclosing  herewith  copies  of  correspondence  and  news  items 
with  regard  to  the  Long  Run  Baptist  Church  near  Louisville  in 
Jefferson  County,  Kentucky.    Please  go  over  them  carefully  and 
let  me  know  to  what  extent  your  Foundation  will  be  able  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  objectives  to  be  attained. 

I  am  wondering  if  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation  is  in  a 
position  to  contribute  $2,500.00  at  this  time  to  the  purchase 
price  of  the  property  or  can  undertake  to  get  some  one  to 
donate  that  much  now.    Have  any  checks  made  payable  to  The 
Louisville  Trust  Company,  Trustee  of  the  Long  Run  Baptist  Church 
Fund  and  mail  direct  to  the  Trust  Company.    I  will  appreciate 
your  letting  me  know  what  is  determined  upon. 

I  am  well  acquainted  with  Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  your  former 
Director. 

At  the  present  similar  letters  are  being^limit ed  to  eight  persons 
£uid  organizations. 


Yours  very  truly. 


Thomas  C.  Fisher 


TCF/psf 


•ttit«  90,  iMt  BvlUinc 
1001  Flftmtk  9tT—X,  I.  V. 
VMliiactoB      D.  C. 

13  miMwmw  1956 


TiM  LMlarill*  Trwt  Coipuy 


MtMtlwt    lir.  Ira  FMrWr,  TTMidMi 


Bmt  Nr.  ForWrt 

I  ftm  %•  tlM  eMTVMtlm  I       vlth  jtm  1b  8«pt«i*w  eoMcrttlBc 
ttM  oU  LMf  Km  laytUt  Chureh  aad  th«  tmsml  toplM  of  oorrMpoai«M«  I 

Thmtm  U  mlMod  tiM  sipMd  orlsiMl  eofgr  of  tlM  BimWs  of  • 
buolMS  Motlaf  «f  Xhm  Chureh  h«Id  Otto^or        19^  ftceoptlas  propool- 
tloo  of  8o7t«i*or  10,  I956,  copy  of  which  I  ••v%  you  boforo  loorlni 
KoBtuoky.    I  hB^  B  oepy  for  agrsolf  asd  hBTo  ooat  mtotbI  oihort  copios  of 

thOBO  mlBMiBB. 

PlBBBB  OPOD  BB  BttBBBt  Vith  tho  OMlBBBd  BhOBk  fOT  It^.OO  iB  th« 

BMB  Of  your  truBt  bobvbbj  *b  TruBtoo  of  Lobc  Ibb  iBptltt  Church  ruod.    I  bb 
BsklBC  oth«r«  Bto  otatrlhutB  to  this  iBitUl  porohBBB  fuBd  to  aak*  thoir  chftcka 
pBy^lB  to  yow  B^apMir  BB  TruBtBB.    I  vlll  V«  in  LouirrlllB  thB  first  or 
BBBMd  mk  IB  Tin  bbA  hopo  ttet  Mro  thB*  Boonfh  vill  b«  ob  doposit  by. 

thBt  tlMB  to  pur«hBB«  thB  option.    I  vlll  bbbA  you  b  draft  of  tho  propoood 
•ptloB,  vlthiB  B  fBv  days. 

Aftor  roctlTlBf  $U,000.00,  pIbbbb  ImU  Bay  adAltiaaal         in  a 
BoparatB  aeeouat  for  rBBtoratiea  af  tha  Bharak  bailAlBC  aad  aoMtary  and  copy- 
lac  Bad  iBdaxlBC  tka  ■iaataa.    Jm  yau  kaov  $10,000.00  of  tha  flrBt  $11,000.00 
18  for  tha  purekatB  priaa,  aT  akieh  $1,000.00  it  to  ba  uaad  for  tha  purchasB 
of  tha  optioa  and  «raditad  m  parehaa*  vhsa  tha  balanea  of  $9,000.00  it  paid. 
FroB  tha  r«BiBlBC  $1,000.00,  your  faa  aad  iatldaatal  aapaaaat  ahall  ba  paid, 
including  tha  titla  faa  aad  lurTsy.    Aaytkiaf  rtMiaiac  ahall  ba  traatf ar rod 
to  tha  rattoratioa  fuad.    la  takiac  tha  optioa  to  tha  proparty  aad  to  ba 
folloaad  by  tha  full  titla,  upoa  paymaat  of  tha  purohaaa  priea,  your  co«pany 
is  aatii^  at  truataa  for  thaaa  who  put  up  tha  BBaay  in  proportion  to  tha 
BBOOBtB  aaattributad. 

la  araat  tha  full  purehaaa  priea  it  aot  raiaad  vithin  tlx  aontht 
froB  tha  data  af  tha  optioa,  tha  fuad  oa  haad,  aftar  daduetiac  tha  $1,000.00 
for  tha  oftioa  aad  your  aapantet,  thall  ba  rataraad  pro-rata  to  the  coatribu- 
tart.    If  oaly  anoafh  it  pBld  la  to  purehate  tha  Offiiaa,  at  aourte  there  vlll 
be  Bothiac  to  retura.    lovaw,  thaaa  BBklac  tha  aofltributloat  totalinc  lett 
thaa  $10,000.00  aad  axpeaaea,  or  aagraaa  or  Bora  of  thea,  upoa  tea  days  aotica 
to  tha  othwe  shall  ha^  tha  right  to  azarelsa  tha  optioa  aad  taka  title  to 
tha  proparty  and  raeorAa. 


Th»  Looivrllla  Troat  CoapttBgr 


13  Mowmlbmr  1956 


I  ptrMMlly  tubMrlb*  to  $yx>.00  of  tbo  $1I»000.00  fuDd  and  vill 
paj  It  vlthin  tlM  f«rlod  froa  tkis  dat«  to  th«  •xplr«tloB  of  tho  option. 

Od  17  MOOVBt,  plMM  h«vt  tho  tltlo  «nMiMd  at  ooc«  so  w  e«B 
kBov  ttet  •  food  foo  ilJiplo  tltlo  OM  b«  6bt«iBod.    Tb«  Church  is  ioeorporftt^d. 
TlM  proporty  «M  orlgliMlly  dbtalMd  hy  th«  TmBt—  of  Lont  Kua  Baptist 
Cbureh  frca  BaajMla  Brldfoa  \j  daad  datad  July       l83^-    Banjaain  Brldtas 
obtainad  titla  frcB  Itordaaal  Llaeela,  eldatt  ton  of  Captain  Ahrahaa  Uneoln, 
daeaaaad,  by  titla  ba^  la  Jaaaary  1797  follovad  by  daad  datad  April  2,  l822. 
I  do  aot  teTO  tlM  daad  booka  aad  pa<a  aiabars. 

Tha  Lone  Kua  Baptlat  Church  apparcatly  m  orfanitad  aowtlaa  prior 
to  179^.    Tba  exact  data  la  uakaovn.    It  nas  probably  «Rtharad  and  pastor  ad 
first  by  John  Uallar,  om  of  tha  Baptist  praachara  prosacutad  in  firginU  for 
praaehinc  cootrary  to  tha  tanants  of  tha  aatablishad  Church  and  vho  wts 
dafaadad  by  Patrick  laary.    Tha  first  houaa  of  worship,  according  to  tradition, 
vas  tha  Lincola  cabin,  which  was  usad  by  parslssion  of  tha  Lincoln  hairs, 
uotil  a  stoaa  buildiag  hm  aractad  on  tha  mm  sita  prior  to  18OC.    Tha  stona 
build  lac  aas  rapUaad  ia  10^  by  tha  prasant  buildiag,  vhieh  was  aractad  on  tha 
saaa  fouadatioo,  acBsahat  aalargad.    Aacording  to  tha  minutaa  it  vas  not  until 
183W  thst  tha  Church  diccorarad  that  it  had  no  daad  to  tha  proparty,  vhlch 
accouBts  for  tha  data  of  tha  Bridgas  daad. 

I  suggaat  that  tha  titla  and  othar  lagal  aattars  ba  rafarrad  to  Nr. 
Joaaph  Utifhar,  «ho  is  bow  tha  attornay  for  tha  Long  Bun  Aaaociation.    I  aa 
usually  too  far  aaay  to  teaila  thaaa  Battars,baaidas  ay  ralationshlp  vlth  tha 
projact  Bakas  it  adrlsabla  that  scaaoaa  alsa  act  aa  tha  lagal  couaaal. 

Also  hara  a  surray  aada  so  that  va  vill  kaov  tha  Unas  and  haTa  an 
accurate  dasoription  of  tha  proparty.    I  think  that  a  part  of  tha  c«tary 
■ay  haTa  baan  aafuirad  subsafuant  to  tha  Bridgas  coarayanca.    Of  this  I  aa  not 
certain.    Tha  attoraay  auat  ba  sura  that  all  tha  church  lot  aad  ccsMtary  is 
inaluiad  in  tha  daaaription  aad  final  draft  of  tha  optioa. 

Saraa  or  aigfat  paopla  ara  baing  inTitad  to  Join  together  in  coatribut- 
iBg  tha  initial  $11,000.00  to  purchase  the  property.    The  doaaors  of  this  fund 
viU  ba  able  to  da4nst  tha  SMOunts  donated  for  ioeaae  tax  purpoaas. 

It  Aoaa  not  aaea  adrisabla  to  gire  this  aay  publicity  at  the  present 
tlas.    After  tha  option  is  acquired,  thea  vide  publicity  vlll  be  giren  to  the 
project  aad  aolioitation  aada  for  a  fund  to  reatore  the  building,  furnishings, 
graaaia  aad  ccaetary  and  to  copy,  indax  aad  preserre  the  original  ainutes  and 
doevMBta.    Baaghly,  I  uadarstand  this  vlll  co«b  another  $75,000.00  or  aore. 
This  part  of  tha  project  should  be  uader  the  sponsershlp  of  a  coaaittae  of 
proaiaaat  paraoaa  to  ba  nsaad  by  tha  donors  of  the  purchase  price  and  should 
include  repreaeBtatlTaa  of  tha  Filsoa  Club,  Kantaeky  Bistorioal  Society, 
listorical  CoMittaas  of  tha  Long  Bun  Association  of  Baptists,  and  General 
Aaaociatioa  of  Baptists  ia  Keatuakjr,  the  listorical  CoHaissioo  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  CoarantiOB,  and  tha  Batlonal  Trust  for  listoric  PraserTatioa.    I  haTc 
cootaeted  or  mi  eoatacting  each  of  thaaa  orgaaisatioaa. 
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13  IOT«A«r  1956 


MS%mr  T%aUm%lm,  ■!  raif— nte  anct  W  wd*  to  support  mxA  o«r«  for 
tbo  ■i^n'lal  or  ohrlM.   Tkis  vlll  prota^ljr  Is^Ito  tho  •■tabllsbBOBt  of  m 
•ubotMitlAl  trust  foad,  if  u  alrMdy  oxlrtiBf  orfSBlMtloB  U  not  In  • 
position  to  t«ks  OT«r  at  tfast  point. 

I  origlmlly  proposed  that  tks  Ckveli  pomit  ttaoso  of  us  intcrsstsd 
to  kolp  tlM  Lsag  tai  Cterok  rsiss  $100,000.00  for  rostorstlos  sad  iaprorsasnt, 
so  tbst  ths  Clwrsk  souli  toetistts  to  us«  ths  yrosont  building  ss  its  pises  of 
worship.    Tkls  «m  not  intorostinf  to  tiM  Board  of  Dooeons.    Thty  tasTS 
d«t«r«inod  that  ths  Church  should  bots  its  location  and  havo  BOdsrn  faeilitiss. 
Th«7  do  not  want  a^r  rosponsibility  for  ths  prsaai- fation  of  ths  prsssnt  build- 
ing and  ssBstory.    It  wss  stated  that  thsy  aro  oal/  intsrostod  in  sal^s 
of  ths  huildiag  Bator ial  or  vtet  tbsy  can  got  out  of  ths  property.    Thsy  drirs 
a  rathsr  hard  barpiin.    Iom  of  ths  prsssnt  Mriharship  is  intsrsstsd  in 
historisal  proaanpatien.    It  is  aoft  in  lias  vith  thsir  ohjostirss. 

I  giTs  700  thsss  dstails  so  that  70U  ean  aasvsr  intuiriss  and  bs 
sntirsl^  f Miliar  vith  ths  objsctiTss  to  bo  aesoHylishod. 

PXsaso^oall  om  bs  for  any  additional  inforaation  dosirsd. 

Tours  rmrj  trulj. 


TCFisdf 
iDOlosuros 


Thwss  C.  riahar 


c 


MINUTB3  OF  THE  LONG  RUN  BAPTIST 
OHURQH 


On  Wednesday  evening,  Got.  24,  1956  The  long  Run  Baptist  Ciiiiroh 
was  called  to  a  special  Business  Meeting  as  ordered  by  a  marjbrity 
vote  present  on  the  preceding  Sunday  evening. 

This  Business  meeting  was  conducted  according  to  the  Church 
By-laws,  that  is  ten  per-cent (10^)  of  the  meflibership  constitutes 
a  quorum,  this  number  being  required  to  hold  a  special  Business 
Meeting.    There  were  ThirtytSO)  Active  memberia  present  •  There 
are  243  member  on  roll* 

Hev.  Thombu^  read  the  red^eiative  letters'  that  were  received 
from  14r»  Fisher  (Thomas' 0# )  ooncenilJig  his  purctose  of  our  present 
Church  aroperty  imd  aueetlons  wfq^e  held  ^znd  .d4jU)u^sion  ^eld* 

%f ^1%.^ TBteef  ^ejAat  mde  a.  no'^ioA  that  we  ee^l  to  said  Ur« 
Fishep  an  opt  Ida  on  our  present  Church  property,  accepting  the 
resolution  that  Mr*  Tisher  has  wrltteif  up.    Mr.  H«H.  Broylee 
second  the  motion*    The  motion  was  carried* 

On  motion  duly  seconded  and  carried  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

Resolved,  th^t  the  Long  Run  Baptist  Church  accepts  the  offer 
of  Thomas  C*.  lishep  ,  set  forth  in  his  letter  of  September  10,1956 
addressed  to  our  pastojr,  Rer*  R*C*  Thorhbury,  to  p\irchase  the 
real-estate  of .  the  ohuroh  on  wjiich  the  old  church  building  is 
located,  Indjade  the  oeBietary,the  church  building  and  ^t*is 
furnishing,  all  to  be  free  of.  liens  and  encumbranc es ^  And 
to  include  the  original  nlntlte  books  and  records  of  the  Church 
andthe  name  "Long  Run  Baptist  Church**,  as  set  forth  in  more  detial 
in  said  letter  and  subsequent  letters,  on  the  following  terms  and 
conditions: 

1*  There  shall  be  paid  to  the  Long  Run  Baptist  Qhuroh  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars  (^l',Q00*00)  cash  opon  delivery  of  the  duly 
eaccuted  option  to  the  Louisville  Trust  Company' as  Trustee; 

2*  The  said  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000*00)  shall  be 
credited  on  the  pnrohase  price. of  $10,000,00  in  the  event  the 
option  is  exercised  and  the  property  pitrohased,  othetp-wise 
be  retained  by  the  Churqh  with  no  claim  for  refund  or  any  part 
thereof; 

3*  The  option  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Church  for  finAl  approval 
before  signing  and  delivery,  emd  shall  be  dated  not  later  than 
sixty  days  from  the  adoption  of  this  resolution* 

Be  it  further  resolre:*,  that  the  Trustees  and  the  clerk  of  the 
Church  be  and  they  are  .authorized  and  directed  to  certify  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  and  deliver  same  to  MT*  Fisher* 

A  notion  «M  nade  to  adjourn    by  Mr.  Forest  Roberts  Second  by 
Mr*  Fred  Tates*    All  stood  and  were  dismissed  with  prayer* 


c 


amy  V3:  rlflMtt* 

#s«T.  .«*2r  i»ttor  or  rontcrfjor  oo,  it  Coeo  oo' 


18  to  1^  tc^  401111  mmmtm  ^ 


Urn  Uim^   i  m»mT  ^^jf  fmm  «f»  I  larl«d      latei»»i      Ghnvt^  m's^ 

^  -m^ti^  «  #w«4ty  iMiC^ol  |>3aiit  mt  ^  it  emit  iaiii«l»  tM# 
is  frnttely  tiii^sf«it«tiai!t»:i#  isf^  T      not  oritteiaie*   fttt,  tlswie  «i$t*3ft«t«^a 


lAilMr  Stfttut  am»met      »^  Min«Hrl«  ai:^p3iS.i$$tifm  aeqMr^t  iltl«»  for 
It  him  ^mm  i^smt  miiim»iml^  ^wwmij^  mmt 


{!3itiMg  t^:«  «*riii:5ml  «ots3r««s»   4ii  tdN^NMW  fe(r  s»  h(:ff»f^  ^  imam 
t09i9Vi.tUt  '        '     ^  »»*wiftty  1»  XW,  i*  p«^ia!a<HS  .iji  tfe©  fhilftim  Club 


MMt  flimfe  ^ii^iDij  teili  in  »^  Mitemte^  in  «r  ti:$t 
|«iKr,  tli»  pKislwfely  UirSm  p3Ui«»  aflwsr  to  l^»ir»e»t  <rf 

U  sMnim  te*  bi^stae  «3»»«l3r  <1  with  tJ:i»  tiiiaifiiiii  fpttls* 

<l»j)t  £dn«»2nt  tJ#  iMPUjpif^  »ti»fi»  b«ilaig  or*  W 

JMwd  —  hi»  p^;«.Vf;»n(i5tf»i?«»l«  m&  Sain  0i«i»iB»»tJ»if  tomg  l»3«»i«4  1»  thl© 

limn  siiottH  !«»  sawtfi  iv^mi^m  in  pmmtifim  ^     mm-xm  •«f^**f»*5iLi* 

X  «a»<»  Urn  m  pmmml  imlim  ^mmsm       mBnUk^  «w»  it  it  ti»  fii»t 

tl»  MUiae  1«  to»  amm.  It  will  n^t      lasm  Worss  ^sw^j^rtS 
n«M  Ijifi  «•  Imir  fm  i«mi* 


Route  2 
Anchorage,  Ky 
August  9,  1956 

Thomas  C.  Fiiher 
1001  -  15th  St.,  N.iir. 
Washington,  D.  C, 

Dear  Kr.  Jlshert 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  July  30.    I  had  heard  of  your  interest  in  our 
building  but  did  not  know  your  location  until  your  letter  arrived.  Rev. 
and  J5rs.  Weaver  were  here  t*o  weeks  ago  and  spoke  of  you. 

Let  me  assure  you  that  every  effort  possible  is  being  aade  to  restore  and 
preserve  the  old  building,     ie  are  in  no  ways  anxious  to  take  it  down,  fe 
are  faced  with  a  desper??te  need  for  a  new  building.    Our  attendance  has  in- 
creased a  great  deal  in  the  past  two  year©  and  if  vm  are  to  continue  to  grow 
we  must  expand  our  physical  plant.    Since  there  is  no  room  to  expand  and  for 
many  other  reasons  our  church  is  planning  to  move  to  a  ne.?  location,  We 
already  have  four  acres  of  land  and  a  new  three  bedroom  house  on  it  In 
order  to  build  our  new  building  due  to  our  financial  condition  it  is 
necessary  that  we  use  as  much  material  from  the  old  building  as  possible. 

I  have  met  with  JSr.  Charles  Hines    Sect,  and  Treasurer  of  the  Hi.^toric^l 
Society  at  Jfrankfort,  and  if  a  way  can  be  found  to  furnish  the  church  the 
money       equal  the  value  we  feel  the  old  building  is  to  us  we  will  be  more 
than  glad  to  turn  this  property  over  to  the  Hlson  Club  or  State  Historical 
oociety  until  the  finances  can  be  arranged  to  restore  and  take  the  nece<?sary 
steps  to  preserve  it.  "cu«.ssiaxy 

ffe  as  a  church  have  no  choice  lie  either  move  as  a  church  or  die  out.  And 
we  cannot  move  unless?  we  use  the  material  in  the  old  building  or  ^?^t  the 
Money  it  is  worth*  If  it  had  not  been  the  difficult  task  of  deciding  what 
xo  do  vYith  the  old  church  we  would  have  perhaps  already  moved.  There  will 
be  another  feature  in  the  Courier  Journal  Sunday  Aug  12,  which  should  give 
the  crowded  inadequate  way  we  are  conducting  our  Sunday  School  nnd  worshin 
SSiTvices.  ^ 

If  you  have  any  suggestions  about  what  we  should  do,  how  funds  may  be  raised, 
let  me  know  at  once.    I  will  meet  with  Mr.  Hinds  next  week  and  it  would  be  a 
help  to  have  suggestions  from  you. 

Bo  you  have  any  information  about  some  original  minutesof  the  church  written 
during  the  Civil  War  in  red  ink,  that  gives  valuable  information?  The 
minutes  between  1358  and  1380  have  not  been  located.    I  have  checked  with  the 

Seminary  and  the  Filson  Club.  Sith  these  our  records  would  be  complete  from 
1905  to  the  present.  ^     «  xxym 

The  bill  which  Senator  Clements  has  introduced  to  the  Senate  was  not  acted 
upon.     We  would  like  to  get  our  building    as  quickly  as  possible,    ffith  the 

to^2^rn.^*.?^n^^  ^""^         political  eo  unsettled  it  is  not  to  our  advantage 
to  wait  until  Congress  meets  again. 


■any  people  are  interested  in  this  project.    Harry  Truman  has  expressed 
hope  that  the  building  will  be  preserved.    Governor  Chandler  thinks  it  is 
a  worth  while  project,  but  the  "^^tate  has  no  money  to  use  for  this  purpose. 

Thank:  you  again  for  your  interest, 

V»ry  truly  yours 

/s/  Roscoe  Thornbury,  Pastor 

Long  Run  Baptist  Church 
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AnokorafVp  Xaatuolqr 

Z  lat«Bd«<*  tt  aMv^r  /•or  l«tt«r  of  Aufutt  9tb  tefoor*  X  left 
iashln^on  for  BtntucK/,    Z  mi  bov  1»  ■lddl«t«*a  t«ntiiok/  aad  Z  hoo«  to 
b«  At  Zi«ai  lUiB  for  mtvIoos  oa  SuadB/^  thm  26th. 

Z  03tlvith  iBtBTMt  Xhmt  tho  oboroh  It  viillBn  to  turn  the 
pronorty  ovor  to  tho  fllooB  Olub  or  to  tbo  StBto  HlntorloAl  'Jocl«ty  until 
arrsBcoBOBtt  o«B  bo  aodo  to  rootoro  tho  old  bulldlBg  and  to  toko  tba 
Boooooory  Atopo  to  prtoorTo  It*  proTldod  *b  vay  oaB  bo  found  to  burnish 
tho  oh«rob  tho  aoaoy  oqiiol  to  tho  vbIiio*    of  tho  building  Batorlols  in 
tho  old  b«iildiBC« 

Z  voMld  Tory  ayoh  llko  to  kBOo  ohot  VBlao  tho  ohurob  T)l^con  on 
tho  building  aotorlol  1b  ita  orosiat  ooBditloB.    Z  bopb  fegr  th^t  th«  v<)Iu« 
•  ithout  OBJ  tlBo»  lobor  or  ox'^onoo  boln^  ro^ulrod  fo  torr  do*n  tho  oli 
bulldlBC  ami  to  cloo^   oBd  proporo  tho  aatorlal  for  aso  in  'inothor  building, 
ffhlo  oottl4  bo  Boooooary  1b  o^r  to  iBtoroat  oayoBo  oho  aay  bo  ollllni^  to 
put  up  tho  aonoy* 

Z  BB  B  MBbor  of  tho  fllooB  Club*  Tho  FllaoB  Olub  ia  not  ormn- 
iBod  to  BOfUlro  ouoh  proportjr  and  ouporvlao  Its  root oration*  fhllo  it  un- 
doubtodl/  would  bo  Boot  iBtorootod  1b  Boaiatinc  vith  auoh  b  projaet  it 
haa  BO  BOBoy  for  that  purpooo.  Of  that  Z  aa  oortala.  Whllo  1  aa  a  B«Bber 
of  tho  3toto  Blotorloal  Soaioty»  Z  do  not  kaoo  what  It  a  attitudo  la  townr^ 
auoh  projooto  but  X  aa  aadar  tho  laprAn-iioa  that  Ita  roaourcoo  and  author- 
ity atiffara  tba  bom  llaltationo  aa  dooa  tho  fllaoa  Gluh* 


Xt  oootta  to  BO  that  tha  AapartaoBt  of  Zatorior,  oa  augfiatad  by 
^Mtor  OloBontOf  lo  tho  aoot  lo^slcal  afoaoy  to  aT>proaoh  ooaaidorlac  tho 
ilaltod  tlao  for  dolac  anythlac*    Of  oouraot  Z  would  Biioh  prefor  aooinf 
tho  loBf  Abb  AoooolatioB  or  ooao  othor  laptiot  orgBaltati:  oa  ti^ko  aoao  b^nd 
la  tho  aattor,  but  that  would  probably  taka  too  auoh  tlao* 

fho  laportoBt  thlac  aow  la  to  Intoroot  aoaoona  or  a  group  of 
iBdlvtdaala  who  hava  tho  aoaaa  to  aoet  tbo  laaodlato  financial  raqui resent a 
of  tho  ohuroht  tatod  oa  tho  tulldlng  aatoxlal  yaluo  and  than   aako  long 
raaga  plnni* 

Toa  ookod  about  tha  original  ainutaa  of  tha  church  arittan  aurin^ 
tha  Cim  lor.    Z  l»vo  aovor  hot  thaaa  alnatoa.    Z  aaa  laforaod  that  thay 

woro  buraod  with  tho  houoo  of  old  Hov.  f .  1.  Powara  aaay  yoora  ago.  Tho 
aiautoo  you  rofor  to  oo  writton  in  rod  ink  during  tho  Cini  Hr  ar«  not  tha 
Binutoft  of  tho  Z«Bg  iBB    laptiat  Church.    Thoy  oro  tha  ainutoa  of  tha  Tint 
i.t^^Sx^^^^^  Oioroh,  BOW  tho  Ploaaant  Orova  Baptiat  Church  at  Atoo- .  Thesa  ct^ 
V^rokoofi^t  tho  fiiwa  d-h 

^  r  ThBBk  you  wnr  a^Sor  your  eoop...M.. 


Lm«       Bivtltt  Ctareh 
B.r.9.  #2 

Pwaiiaat  t#  Mr  f  Uyliowi  o0vr«rMtio«  of  BatvrAajr  •rmlae  I 
«m  fr»paz«4,  tbroi«k  Tb«  LomiSTill*  Tnttt  Oft^ujr,  m  ae*nt  and 
trmt—,  to  rtqiMtt  ttet  tho  obureta         mi  option  to  Tho  Tnaot 
Oo^taj,  &B  oeoat  oal  truotoo,  for  a  porloA  of  six  Bontho  to  purehoo* 
tbo  ro&l  oototo  and  proportj  of  tbo  Loi«  Isn  Baptist  Church,  including 
tho  ooMtory,  tlM  oU  okvrok  hulldiB«,  aaA  Ito  fumiahLaeo.  Thara 
ahall  ho  UwloAoA  vlth  tha  purehaaa  tha  aua:    "Looc  Rvn  Baptist 
Chttroh."   TBia  woulA  aaeaaaitata  tha  eharsh  chiaglwi  ita  nmm  to  aoM 
otter  BOBi  h«t  eoatlanifle  tte  aaas  or«Hiiftati^.    AIoo,  it  shall  in- 
eluU  tte  piuvhaoo  of  tha  mri%iaml  Biautaa,  iaelaAlac  tte  BlAutaa 
4eiA  to  tte  flhamr  of  tte  aaas  of  tte  chvroh  orgaaiftatloa. 

Tte  OFtlott  shall  te  for  tte  aua  of  $10,000  pajrahla  caah.  If 
thla  is  aatiafactorj,  plaaaa  lat  aa  know  at  ooca  and  I  will  prapara 
tha  optica,  tte  option  atell  tten  te  trananlttad  through  Tte  Truat 
l>iHiMij  to  jo«  for  tte  ehureh  official  slfnatora.  It  la  dafinltaljr 
VBidoratooA  ttet  thla  option  if  oot  to  ba  tha  option  of  Tte  LouiSTilla 
Truat  Consnj  U  ita  eorporata  eapacitj  Wt  onljr  In  Its  capacitj  aa 
•cent  Ml  truataa  for  m  and  for  thooo  vte  will  te  aoaoelatad  vith  m. 

It  U  tte  purpooa,  aftar  acquiring  titla  to  tte  ate^s  property, 
to  aollelt  a  fondatlon  fund  for  restoration  and  nalntananca  of  tha  old 
ehareh.    Onr  ohJoetlTo  la  to  teap  tha  ehureh  in  Baptist  hands  to  naka 
of  it  a  Baptlat-Uneoln  tenorlal. 

I  MisrstMid  ttet  rapraaantativaa  of  tha  Dapartntnt  of  Interior 
wiU  eall  on  you  on  tednaadajr,  Septaater  12U.  to  look  orar  tha  pro- 
psrtj  vlth  tte  pooaibllit/  of  racoaiwnding  purehaaa  h/  tte  United 
Btataa  OoTomBtnt  aa  a  historic  shrine  or  national  park.    I  and  others 
do  not  lonk  vith  faror  on  this  boeauae  we  do  not  feel  that  the  United 
Btatee  Qui  mini  1  stenld  inraet  publie  fuoda  in  church  propertj, 
tewater  hia%«rlc.    Alao,  once  it  is  acquired  b/  the  Itoited  Statee 
OoTomMat  BO  tjpe  of  religioua  aerriea  eould  te  properl/  teld  on  the 
grounda.    Vhila  that  la  our  feeling  in  tte  natter,  aa  a  natter  of  last 
reaort  ¥•  aeuU  falljr  oooparate  vith  tte  Dapartaent  of  Interior,  if  ve 
could  Bot  earry  o«t  our  objective. 

IB  tte  Aaguot  CGMfJBIQIDB  of  tte  B»Bt«ekj  Bistorleal  Soeietjr, 
raoalTad  tBlo  aoralag,  ttere  Is  the  follovlag  paragraph: 

"Blatorlc  Long  RuA  teptiat  Church  la  Jefferaon  Oomtj 
la  la  dm^r  of  telng  ra&ad  thla  fall  ^  ita  praaent 
congregation  according  to  its  paator,  tte  RaTerand  Poacoa 
Thoraterry.    A  aav  ehureh  ie  teli^  built  on  Tovsr  Road, 


Iter   Bosom  Tborakorry: 


-2- 


8«pt«Bb«r  10,  19^ 


akoot  a  Bilo  avo/,  vtoieh  vill  allow  for  Bte«saaz7 
•zpaMioa.    A  eoatractor  has  ••tiaat«d  that  about 
1^,000  worth  of  bttlldio^  aatsrial  caa  ha  takan  froa 
tha  old  hulliii^     It  la  tha  ttndar«tandin£  of  tha 
Kaatueigr  Iiatorieal  Sociatj  that  tha  olA  ehurch  and  an 
acra  of  grouad  vlll  ha  daadad  to  tha  Boeiat/  or  to  The 
filaoa  Cltth  of  LouiOTilla  for  approziaataljr  tha  ralue 
of  tha  uaahla  aatarlal  in  th«  structura.    All  i&tarattad 
iB  tiM  praaarratlon  of  thla,  or  axgr  othar  Listorio  slta 
1>  Saatack/,  eoatact  jour  local  hiatorlcal  Booiaty  or  tha 
laataelgr  liatorieal  Sociatj  in  Frankfort." 

It  la  our  purpoaa  to  cooporata  with  aqj  and  all  hiatorlcal 
aoeiatiaa. 

Ib  aoquirisi;  titla  to  tha  original  ainutas  of  tha  ehurch,  it  la 
uDdaratood  that  tha  aiautaa  vill  ba  coplad  and  a  copj  fumiahad  the 
ehurch.    In  tha  aaaatiaa,  tha  original  ainutaa  at  all  tiaaa  vould  ba 
available  to  tha  ehux^h  until  the  eopjr  la  fomiahed.    Tour  church  vould 
eontiaua  to  uaa  the  building  until  jrour  nav  edifice  ia  read/  for 
occupane/.    It  ia  ref^ueated  that  no  publicity  or  neve  releaaea  be  fiven 
or  Bade  axoapt  thronfh  aa  or  ay  aaaociatea. 

Toxxra  very  aincereljr, 


TCf:ad 


Tteaaa  C.  Fiahar 


e   t  f  Y 


IX  u  iMbDT^^  ley 


lag  w  tandiigft 


to  Att#r»E«  t« 

would  f^i^  fW  to  icw  -       .iw  .virJv  tlr#  y»u  .-.iii 

In  Lo*iliiTlll#*    »  iiJ^  rr*r  tl*  ft»#ft  Hu^a 

«aj«         TT.      iircet  Tli 


alwc  I 


0 


BUOh  I 


of 


od  vi£  a»  iniV  XttM  or  X0»  XOSO*^  X  do 

not  Ixxtoi^  to  M  f«r%tOT  a.  X  atflsod  that  no 

p^^lloity  bo  gbmm%  Too  rir  '1C4M2  in  thi  pupors 

iLix^ttOy*   X  ooiMttltort  «  '  on  anA  pu:>Ue 

solaMM  iMOrf  boforo  ^  "or  an  option* 

m  r,  aittor  of  this  oort  pcL  o  :mnilod  vary . 

cai^rullT*  Nothli^  sli0Uld  t  ynmrmii  uatU  an  option 
vas  £lyan»  if  It  la  to  bo  civ 


-  I  MJTi  ruv 
,  alilr>^  «r 


•oooul  plaoOf  2  hm  no^ 


docLCLc  to  Ci*»  ^  09t*^-^ 
la t tor.  MLtttrally^ 

-  ?  •  for  tlm  oi^io 
w .  JX)«oo  will  api>ly 
9l9o  it  ia  TOUT  nwT  & 
U  bcw  trld£  am 
"  O^OOOtOO  fojp 
:joB  oar.  ra^^^ 


'  a  r- 


.  •  aa7 


.luhar 


De«r  *: lather  Vlwnl>ur7: 


10G6.  In  rcard  to  tho  o  . 


suoh  nor^  *  - 
with  -^nnx  t.*^ 


in  . 


tie  lot.,  o:'  : 
if  It  1^  r.i-r 

rioose 

•V 


Its  name  indicates  its  character 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


Fori  Wayne.  Indiana 


.Gerald  McMuhtry 


Noveniber  20,  I956 


Director 


Mr,  Allen  C.  Steere 
Home  Office 

Dear  Allen: 

I  think  this  letter  should  be  answered  by  some  administrative 
official  of  the  Company. 

I  certainly  do  not  advocate  making  a  contribution  of  $2500  to 
this  project.  However,  if  I  turn  the  proposition  down  Fisher 
will  likely  contact  Mr.  Menge  directly. 

Perhaps  you  can  give  him  a  final  and  decisive  refusal. 


Yours  sincerely, 


rgm/ja 

Enc. 


P.S.    Please  retxim  the  letter  for  our  files. 


RGM 


November  26,  1956 


!fp.  Thonas  C.  Fisher 
Sulte^O  Bust  Building 
1^01  fifteenth  Street,  W. 
Washington  5,  D.  C, 

Dear  Jir.  Fisher: 

Dr,  R,  Gerald  McJfurtry,  Director 
of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
has  tal>ed  with  ns  abon.t  your  interest  in 
purchasing  the  Long  Pun  Baptist  Church 
near  Louisville  in  Jefferson  County,  Ken- 
tucky, and  your  request  that  the  Founda- 
tion make  a  co^^tribution  toward  the  pur- 
chase price. 

The  budget  of  the  Foimdation  is 
already  appropriated  for  the  next  year,  and 
we  regret  to  af"'vise  that  we  do  not  have 
funds  which  will  be  available  to  a'^sist 
in  the  project  mentioned. 

Sincerely  yoitps. 


Second  Vice  President 
and  General  Counsel 


ACS:dg 


The  Elizabethtown  News 
June  9,  1959 


Grandfather  Lincoln's 
Grave  Site  of  Church 

The  Long  Run  Baptist  Church,  near 
Louisville,  marks  the  grave  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  grandfather  and  namesake  of 

the  16th  President  of  the  United  States. ' 

When  the  elder  Lincoln  migrated 
from  Rockingham  County,  Virginia,  a- 
bout  1782,  he  settled  near  Green  River 
in  the  present  Lincoln  County,  later 
moving  to  a  place  on  Long  Run  Creek, 
near  the  settlement  of  Morgan  Hughes 
Station. 

One  day  while  clearing  the  forest 
near  his  cabin.  Grandfather  Lincoln 
was  attacked  and  killed  b^  Indians. 
Mordecai,  the  eldest;  s&n,  grabbed  a  gun 
and  from  the  cabin  door,  shot  and  kill- 
ed one  of  the  Indians,  while  another 
son,  Josiah,  ran  one-half  mile  to  Mor- 
gan Station  for  help. 

Witnessing  the  incident  was  8-year- 
old  Thomas  Lincoln,  who  later  became 
the  Great  Emancipator's  father, 
after  the  massacre,  the  widow,  Ber- 
sheba  Lincoln,  and  her  children  mov- 
ed to  Washington  County,  where  Thom-  ' 
as  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks  were  mar- 
ried Jmie  12,  1806. 

The  Long  Run  farm  became  the 
property  of  an  uncle,  Mordecai  Lincoln,  | 
who  kept  it  until  1822. 

A  log  cabin,  built  about  1784,  housed 
the  first  church  which  was  replaced  by  i 
the  present  plain  red  brick  building 
completed  and  dedicated  in  May,  1845. 


The  Middlesboro  Daily  News 
July  3,  1959 


Lincoln's  Grandfather's 
Grave  Located  at  Church 


The  Long  Run  Baptist  aiurch, 
east  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  marks  the 
graw  of  Abrahicim  Lincolji,  gnund- 
4,ither  und  namesake  of  the  16th 
President  of  the  United  States. 

When  the  elder  Linciln  migrat- 
ed fi-om  Rotiungham  County.  Va., 
about  1782,  he  settle<l  near  Green 
River  in  ttie  present  Lincoln  Coun- 
ty, Ky..  later  moving  to  a  place 
on  Long  Run  Creek,  near  the  sc^t- 
tlement  of  Morgim  Huglies  Sta- 
tion. 

One  day  while  dealing  the  for- 
est neai'  his  cabin,  Grandfather 
Lincoln  was  attacked  and  killed 
by  Indians.  Moa-decai,  tlio  eldest 
son,  grabbed  a  gun  and  from  tiie 
cabin  door,  shot  and  kUJed  one  of 
tlie  Indians,  wliile  anotlier  son, 
Josiah,  T^m  one-half  mile  to  Moi'- 
gan  Station  for  Jielp. 

Witnessing  the  incident  was  8- 
y&ir  •  old  Thomas  Lincoln,  who 


later  became  the  Great  Emanci- 
pator's father. 

After  tile  m;i:-^cre,  the  widow, 
Bersheba  Lincoln,  and  her  diil- 
di-en  moved  to  Wa-shington  County, 
Ky.  where  Thomas  Lincoln  and 
Nancy  Himks  were  mairried  June 
12,  I80ti. 

The  Long  Run  farm  became 
tlie  property  of  an  uncle,  Moi-de- 
cai  Lincoln,  who  kept  it  until 
1822.  * 

A  log  cabin,  built  about  1784, 
noused  the  first  church  whicli  was 
replaced  by  the  pi^sent  plain  red 
biick  building  completed  and  de- 
dicated in  May,  1945. 

Here,  today,  members  otf  the 
Baptist  church  gather  every  Sun- 
day moiTiing  and  evening  and 
Wednesday  nights  to  worship  God 
and  visit  togetlier  as  the  piorieers 
did  in  the  days  of  the  Lincoln 
family.   


The  Louisville  Times 
Louisville,  Kentucky 
July  27,  1961 


A  Historic  Site 

Belatedly 

Recognized 

LONG  RUN  Baptist  Church  is  oniy 
a  fire-blackened  ruin  off  Shelby- 
villa  Road  near  Eastwood.  But  its 
site  is  rich  in  historic  associations. 
Abraham  Lincoln's  grandfather  lies 
buried  somewhere  in  the  church 
yard.  So  do  foreb^  ars  of  former 
President  Harry  S.  Truman.  Its  grave- 
stones mark  the  burial  places  of  Ken- 
tucky's pioneers. 

The  congregation  plans  a  new  build- 
ing elsewhere,  the  fourth  in  a  succes- 
sion that  have  housed  this  group, 
Kentucky's  oldest  organization  of 
Baptists.  A  fire  last  year  destroyed  the 
third  edifice  that  had  stood  upon  the 
spot  — modest  brick  building  that 
dated  from  1845. 

Gravestones  Remain 

In  1956  efforts  were  made  to  have 
the  church  and  its  land  set  aside  as  a 
state  or  national  shrine.  They  failed, 
and  now  all  that  remains  is  the  land, 
a  handful  of  gravestones,  and  the 
shell  of  the  burned  building.  How- 
ever Fiscal  Court  is  considering  pur- 
chase of  the  cite.  It  would  erect  a 
marker  telling  of  the  historjcal  signifi- 
cance, and  maintain  the  grounds  in 
some  order.  It  would  be  a  fitting,  if 
belated,  decision. 

The  site  is  less  than  a  mile  from 
the  county's  new  Long  Run  Park- 
astonishingly  unspoiled  terrain  in 
which  it  is  easy  to  forget  how  close 
it  is  to  a  crowded  city.  County  Judge 
Bertram  Van  Arsdale  has  suggested 
using  the  bricks  from  the  ruin  to 
make  pillars  supporting  a  roof  over 
a  terrace  formed  from  the  stones  of 
the  old  foundation.  There  is,  however, 
something  picturesque  in  ruins  them- 
selves. Perhaps  it  would  be  more  suit- 
able to  leave  the  shell  as  it  might 
stand  after  removal  of  such  parts  of 
the  walls  as  could  endanger  visitors. 
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Pinning  Down  Lono;  Run^s  Past 

Diggers  Find  Walls  Of  1800 


I  Visiting  the  burned-out  Long  Run  Baptist  Church  these 
days  gives  one  the  feeling  of  being  in  a  Roman  ruin. 

A  Louisville  archaeologist  and  his  co-workers  have  ex- 
cavated several  feet  into  the  foundation  of  the  historic 
structure  and  have  found  other,  earlier  foundations  dating 


Pins  Tell  Of  Busy  Quilting  Bees 
Held  In  19tli  Century  Cliurcli 


to  1800. 

They  have  also  sifted  out 
a  niunber  of  intresting  ob- 
jects: roundheaded  pins,  slate 
pencils,  a  scrap  of  paper  from 
an  old  Bible,  clay  marbles,  old 
nails  whose  heads  were  ham- 
mered out  after  they  were 
heated,  bits  of  blue-on-white 
pottery,  and  an  old  ax  head. 

Grave  Site  Not  Found 

Dr.  Jerry  Vardaman,  profes- 
sor of  archaeology  at  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary, 
and  student  helpers  yesterday 
finished  eight  months  of  dig- 
ging at  the  site  on  Long  Run 
Road  about  two  miles  northeast 
of  U.S.  60. 

They  met  with  one  disap- 
pointment in  not  finding  the 
cabin  or  the  grave  sites  of 
President  Abraham  Lincoln's 
grandfather,  which  were  be- 
lieved to  be  under  the  church. 
But  they  did  find  in  the  area 
the  site  where  the  first  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  lived  before  mov- 
ing to  Long  Run. 

The  uncovered  foundations 
show  the  first  stone  church 
building  (a  log  cabin  in  1780 
was  the  very  first)  measured 
ISVz  feet  by  32  feet.  Later 
this  was  enlarged  to  44  by 
32.  The  excavators  have  dug 
down  to  the  original  dirt  floor 
of  the  old  church. 

j    Old  Building  Abandoned 

In  1844  the  2-in-l  old  build- 
ing was  abandoned  and  the 
stone  from  the  east  and  south 
walls  was  used  in  building  a 
new  church  measuring  40  by 
60  feet.  That's  the  one  that 
burned  Christmas  Eve,  1960. 

Dr.  Vardamen  noted  that  the 
original  1800  church  was  sur- 
prisingly "modern,"  with  plas- 
ter on  the  walls  and  on  the 
white    oak    ceiling.  Plaster 
I  lines  in  the  1844  church  show 
j  how  the  floor  sloped  down  to 
I  the  pulpit. 

When  seminary  student 
Charles  Blanc,  Knoxville,  came 
across  a  scrap  of  printed  mat- 
ter measuring  about  an  inch, 
he  and  Dr.  Vardaman  immedi- 
ately recognized  from  the  few 
words  on  it  that  it  was  from 
the  Sermon  on  The  Mount. 


The  100  roundheaded  pins 
found  in  the  digging  indicate 
to    Dr.    Vardaman    that  the 

women  held  quilting  bees  in 
the  church.  The  slate  pencils — 
little  bits  of  slate  used  to  write 
on  slates — indicate  that  per- 
haps the  church  also  served 
as  a  school. 

The  wooden  floor  in  the  1844 
church  was  made  of  tongue-in- 
groove  boards  of  random 
widths.  Contemporary  objects 
found  in  the  burned-out  church 
— children's  scissors,  electric 
conduit  holders,  coins,  and 
parts  of  a  piano — were 
dumped  into  a  hole  and  cov- 
ered up. 

"A  hundred  years  from  now, 
somebody  might  want  to  know 
what  was  in  the  church  that 
burned,"  Dr.  Vardaman  ex- 
plained. 

No  Old  Coins  Found 

The  fact  that  no  old  coins 
were  found  in  the  old  church 
indicate  that  its  worshipers 
were  Baptists  and  therefore 
"silver  and  gold  have  I  none," 
Dr.  Vardaman  quipped.  The 
oldest  of  the  coins  found  was 
dated  1918. 

At  least  one  object  found 
in  the  ruins  has  not  been  iden- 
tified. It's  a  round  ivory  or 
bone  object  with  a  metal  top. 
The  broken  top  of  a  pale  green 
bottle  found  in  the  1844  church 
enabled  Dr.  Vardaman  to  fix 
the  date  when  Locust  Grove 
was  abandoned  because  similar 
bottles  were  found  there.  Lo- 
cust Grove,  on  Blankenbaker 
Lane,  was  the  home  of  George 
Rogers  Clark  and  is  being 
turned  in  to  a  historic  shrine. 

Other  interesting  items  about 
the  church  are  that  its  window 
glass  was  extremely  thin — 
about  a  third  of  the  thickness 
of  today's  glass — and  that  it 
had  a  shingle  roof  of  red  cedar. 

Going  To  Palestine 

Jefferson  County  bought  the 
Long  Run*  ruins  and  will  pre- 
serve them  as  a  historic  shrine. 
A  new  Long  Run  Church  has 
been  built  nearby.  County  em- 
ployees assisted  Dr.  Vardaman 
and  20  seminary  students  in 
the  digging. 


By  JEAN  HOWERTON 

From  Long  Run,  Dr.  Varda- 
man and  a  group  of  his  stu- 
dents will  go  June  11  to  Pales- 
tine, for  more  digging  of  an 
even  more  historic  nature. 


THROUGH  A  WINDOW  of  the  burned-out  Long 
Run  Baptist  Church,  Charles  Blanc,  left,  and  Dr. 
Jerry  Vardaman  are  pictured  examining  an  excavation 
chart.  The  bottom  line  of  the  plaster  on  the  opposite 
wall  shows  how  the  floor  of  the  1844  church  building 
sloped  to  the  pulpit. 


Sisff  Photos  by  Charles  Dsrneal 


HISTORIC  OBJECTS  found  in  the  church  ruins  include  roundheaded  pins,  slate 
pencils,  the  top  of  a  bottle,  a  clay  marble,  a  nail,  and  an  ax  head.  The  round 
object  at  left,  made  of  bone  or  ivory  with  a  metal  top,  is  unidentified  as  yet,  but 
may  be  part  of  a  cane.  Excavations  by  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  per- 
sonnel revealed  the  foundations  of  two  early  churches  dating  from  1800. 
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R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation  ^ 

Fort  Wayne ,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

In  regard  to  Marker  #101  entitled,   "Abraham  Lincoln",  we  now  have 
the  inscription  which  reads  as  follows: 

Two  miles  northeast  of  here  Abraham  Lincoln, 
grandfather  of  the  President,  was  massacred 
by  Indians  in  May,   1786.     Long  Run  Baptist 
Church,  standing  on  the  Lincoln  land  grant, 
marks  the  traditional  site  of  the  pioneers 
grave. " 

Location:     Stands  at  the  point  where  Long  Run 
Road  enters  U.S.  Highway  60. 

If  you  need  any  other  assistance,  please  feel  free  to  call  on  us. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Betty  Thompson,  Secretary 
W.  A.  Went worth,  Chairman 

Kentucky  Historical  Highway  Marker  Program 


WAW/bct 


August  6,  1962 


Mr,  W.  A.  Wentvorth,  Chairffian 

Kentucky  Historical  Highway  Marker  frognm 

?.  0.  Box  104. 

Fran]' fort,  Kentucky 

Dear  Mr.  Vientworth: 

Many  than>r8  for  the  wording  on  your  hiph^<ay 
imrker  //1C?1  which  deals  vith  the  Kacsacre  of 
Lincoln's  grandfather  at  Long  Run  in  Jefferson 
County. 

You  have  given  n^e  a  great  deal  of  help  which 
T  appreciate  very  icuch.    I  will  send  you  some  of 
Ey  bulletins,  once  they  are  published 

Yours  sincerely. 


RGMrind 


R.  Gerald  McMurtpy 


tiHiE  Southern  JBaptisr  tChcologiral  Seminary 

2825    LEXINGTON    ROAD  •  UOUISVILLE.    KENTUCKY  40206 


June  11,  1965 

JERRY  VARDAMAN 
BIBLICAL  ARCHAEOLOGY 


The  Lincoln  National  Life 

Insurance  Company 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Attention:    Dr.  R.  Gearld  McMurty 

Dear  Sir: 

I  would  like  very  much  to  secure  all  back  copies  of  the  little 
pamphlet  "Lincoln  Lore"  which  your  company  publishes-     I  am  very- 
much  interested  in  Lincoln,  and  have  been  privileged  to  be  the 
excavator  of  an  old  church  where  Abraham  Lincoln's  grandfather 
was  repftiedly  buried.    The  story  has  it  that  Lincoln's  grand- 
father was  shot  and  killed  by  an  Indian,  and  was  buried  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Long  Run  Baptist  Church  here  in  the  vicinity  of 
Louisville  (about  fifteen  miles  due  east).    We  were  able  to 
disprove  many  theories  which  had  been  held, by  our  excavation 
work.    As  far  as  I  know,  it  is  one  of  the  few  excavations  which 
has  been  carried  out  in  connection  with  Lincoln's  life.    It  is 
amazing  how  much  excavations  could  do  to  clarify  other  phases 
of  Lincoln's  life  if  funds  were  available.    That  is  another 
story  of  course,  but    I  want  to  say,  I  would  like  to  have  all 
available  pamphlets  that  you  have  on  Lincoln,  and  I  would  be 
most  grateful  to  be  put  on  your  future  mailing  list. 

Gratefully  yours, 
Jerry  Var daman 


JV:gs 


June  23,  1965 


Mr.  Jerry  Vardaanan 
Biblical  Archaeology 
2825  Lexington  Road 
Louisville,  Kentucky  40206 

Dear  Mr.  Vardaman: 

I  have  your  letter  of  June  11th  requesting  a  complete  file 
of  Lincoln  Lore  which  today  nianbers  1529  bulletins.    Bulletin  No.  1 
was  published  on  April  15,  1929. 

No  complete  files  are  available  except  in  second  hand  book 
stores  where  tliey  bring  about  $350. 

Me  will  be  happy  to  place  your  name  on  our  mailing  list  to 
receive  tlie  bulletin.    Ite  will  also  send  you  the  issues  up  to  daje  for 
1965. 

TTirough  the  newspapers  I  watched  with  interest  your  excava- 
tions at  Long  Run.    The  only  otlier  excavations  that  I  know  that  have 
been  made  were  Lincoln's  home  lot  in  Springfield  and  the  village  of 
rtew  Salera. 

We  have  sent  you  a  packet  of  Lincoln  literature  which  I  hope 
you  found  interesting. 

Yours  sincerely. 


1^4/hcs 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


JN  e  a  r  (;  r  a  V  e  o  t  L  i  a  c  o  1 11  s  K  i  11  ^  ^  ^^-^^c^ 

Historic  Chiirchis  Walls  Crumbling 


"Danger— Keep  Out  by  Order  of  the 
Recreation  Board." 

These  words  greet  visitoi-s  to  the  old 
Long  Run  Baptist  Church  and  cemetery 
less  than  eight  years  after  the  Jefferson 
County  P'lscal  Court  set  the  Lincoln  land- 
mark aside  as  an  "historic  shrine.*' 

The  church's  red-brick  walls  are  so  de- 
■^leriorated  that  Charlie  Vettiner,  Metro- 
politan Park  and  Recreation  Board  di- 
rector, fears  they  could  come  crumbling 
down  any  time.  "A  good  strong  wind  or 
a  sonic  boom  could  do  it,"  he  said. 
,  If  the  walls  fall,  one  casualty  could  be 
the  headstone  said  to  mark  the  grave  of  ;. 


Abraham  Linkhorn,  grandfather  of  Pret,i- 
dent  Abraham  Lincoln.  (Such  variaUonn 
in  the  spelling  of  names  were  common 
in  pioneer  days.)  The  markei-  stands  only 
a  step  or  two  from  the  south  wall  of  the 
burned-out  church. 

But  Vettiner  said  the  real  danger  is 
to  the  hundreds  of  people  who  visit  the 
shrine  (m  any  weekend  in  good  weather. 
They  often  ignore  the  warning  sign,  he 
noted,  and  said  "there  could  be  20  peo- 
ple under  the  south  wall  when  it  goes." 

I'he  landmark  is  on  the  eastern  boun- 
dary of  Jeff er.son  County  near  U.S.  60. 

Vettiner  said  in  an  interview  yesterday 


that  lie  hopes  the  church  can  be  restored, 
but  he  emphasized  that  the  hazard  must 
be  eliminated  soon-  even  by  tearing 
down  what  remains  of  the  structure  if 
there  is  no  alternative. 

Ife  said  the  park  and  recreation  board 
placed  guards  at  the  site  last  summer  on 
weekends  to  keep  visitors  away  from  the 
walls.  However,  the  deterioration  of  the 
walls  has  worsened  during  the  winter  and 
board  members  have  expressed  growing 
concern. 

At  a  meeting  Thursday  the  board  con- 
sidered the  problem,  but  referred  it  to 
Fiscal  Court  after  hearing  that  the  court 
must  approve  any  capital  outlay  for 
restoration.  Vettiner  said  an  engineer 
recently  estimated  the  cost  of  "firming 
up"  the  walls  at  more  than  $4,000.  Full- 
scale  restoration  of  the  church  would  cost 
much  more,  Vettiner  said. 

The  church  builuing  itself  has  no 
direct  connection  with  the  Lincoln  fam- 
ily. It  was  built  in  1845  on  the  site  of  a 
log  home  built  by  Abraham  Linkhorn 
sometime  before  1780. 

Linkhorn  was  slain  by  Indians  while 
planting  corn  on  the  site  in  1786  and  his 
family  soon  abandoned  the  400acre 
homestead  to  join  hi.s  widow's  relatives 
in  Washington  County,  Ky.  The  log 
structure  then  became  the  first  home  of 
the  Long  Run  Baptist  Church. 

Linkhorn's  eldest  son  later  deeded  the 
church  land  to  a  member  of  the  congre- 
gation. A  stone  meeting  house  was  built 
about  1798  and  in  184.')  the  present  brick 
structure  replaced  it. 

The  church  has  historical  links  with 
many  early  Jefferson  County  families 
and  has  additional  tics  to  the  U  S.  presi- 
dency through  former  Presidenl  Hfury 
S.  Truman.  Truman's  great-uncle,  AVar- 
field  Young,  is  buned  there.  His  two 
grandmothers  and  one  of  his  gr.mdfath- 
ers  were  members  of  the  church  and  an- 
other r^ieat-uncle,  William  Gregg,  is  be- 
lieved to  have  given  the  bricks  for  the 
184.')  structure. 

Jefferson  County  bought  the  church 
and  graveyard  in  1901.  A  Christmas  Eve 
fire  in  I960  had  left  only  the  walls  and 
chimneys  standing.  Debris  was  removed 
Dy  ihc  county  Tloaii  Departr.icrit  an;!  ?- 
split  rail  fence  built  around  the  cemetery. 

In  1965  Fiscal  Court  placed  the  land- 
mark under  the  supervision  of  the  park 
and  recreation  board.  A  chain-link  fence 
was  put  up  outside  thfc  spHt-rail  fence 
to  keep  out  cattle  and  discourage  vandal- 
ism and  the  Linkhorn  marker  was 
erected. 

But  plans  for  other  improvements,  in- 
cluding supports  for  the  church  walls  and 
a  shingle  roof,  did  not  shear  fruit.  Many 
gravestones  remain  in  disarray  around 
the  church. 

Vettiner  suggested  yAsterday  that  the 
county  probably  coujd  ppunt  on  consider- 
able volunteer  help  in  i-jestoring  the  land- 
mark, including  that  df  historical  soci- 
eties, clubs  and  school  history  classes. 


Slalf  Phot*  by  Thoma*  Mitchell 

A  GRANITE  HEADSTONE  marking  the  grave  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's grandfather  is  dwarfed  by  the  south  wall  of  the  Long  Run 
Baptist  Church  that  is  threatening  to  tumble  down  on  it 


